Fibrosis and sclerosis: different disorders or different stages?
Peritoneal sclerosis is very common in peritoneal dialysis (PD) patients. It can vary from the mild, clinically silent sclerosis always present after years of PD, to rare but dramatic and often fatal cases. In our opinion, peritoneal sclerosis is a single disorder, so its variable manifestations are different stages of one nosological entity: this opinion relies mainly on strong connections in pathophysiology. In our view, the frequency, pathology, animal models, etiology and pathogenesis often show a bimodal configuration with suggests that peritoneal sclerosis is actually two distinct nosological entities: simple sclerosis and sclerosing peritonitis. The former is very frequent, with minor anatomical alterations and low clinical impact; it is reproducible in animals by means of PD, and is clearly due to the poor biocompatibility of PD. The latter is rare, with radical anatomical alterations and high mortality; it can only be reproduced in animal models by means other than PD and seems to be due to factors both related and unrelated to PD.